Batten: Electrical Treatment of Wounds, a c. convinced that static electrical treatment was much to be desired. In the treatment of deep sinuses, I have formed a good opinion of the value of ionisation, using sufficiently small currents, by means either of succinimide of mercury solution or by zinc electrodes agnalgamated with mercury.
Dr. G. B. BATTEN: I desire to express my gratitude to Dr. Russ for his suggestive paper. May it not be that when Dr. Sibley used zinc sulphate and zinc chloride, he placed the limb practically in a positive bath, and immersed the rest of the body in a negative pole? Thus, while aiming at driving zinc ions into the tissues, he was also aggregating the deleterious microbes around this positive pole. Reasoning from that, is it possible to get as good results with the substitution of a 2 per cent. salt solution for the fluid, he used, in the way suggested by Dr. Russ?
Mr. C. R. C. LYSTER: The Section is deeply indebted to Dr. Russ for making a great advance in knowledge concerning electrolysis. I have had the opportunity of treating a dozen or more cases .on the lines Dr. Russ has laid down, and I can speak with definite knowledge that quite as good, if not better, results can be achieved with simple salt solution, so long as one employs a solution, not a pad. A solution admittedly cannot be applied to all* parts, but I have succeeded with legs, and fingers, and eyes, and I have exhibited the identical cups I used for those cases. Twenty years ago, electrolysis was used with pads for driving in zinc and mercury and copper, but the bacteriology of the matter was never entered into until Dr. Russ did the work he had spoken of for the Royal Society. All present will feel deeply indebted to him for having come to the meeting to explain the process.
Dr. REGINALD MORTON: I wish to associate myself with the words of appreciation on the work which Dr. Russ has done. It is one of the most important communications which has been made to the Section for a long time. I would mention a practical point, because last autumn I had a case of ischio-rectal sinus, rather deep, which would not heal although various methods of ionisation had been applied; the patient refused operation. What I finally succeeded with was an adaptation of an old method of getting through the chronic stricture of the urethra, using filiform bougies. This method I applied
